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Preamble

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University has the project to produce and
develop the information technology for learning Buddhism. The objective is to develop
the content of subjects in the general subjects and core subjects in Buddhism to be
accepted and used together in order to develop the pattern of book and textbook
to have the mutual identity on both durability and beauty which are interesting for
study and research as well as to have the content to develop the study aid and to
propagate in different patter of both printing media and electronic media, examination
bank system, to develop personnel and academic work of the University to be
widespread and to be the stage of presenting the academic work of the University’s

faculty of lecturers.

This project has come into existence because of the cooperation of the University’s
faculty of lecturers from every part, consisting of Main Campus, Campuses, Sangha
Colleges, Academic Service Units and Extended Classrooms in cooperating to develop
the texts and supplementary materials or the textbook of general subjects and
core subjects in Buddhism with their strong effort in developing the work in order to
have the right content which is full of meanings and characteristics accepted by

the society.

This Thai Culture has the content which is divided into 11 chapters, focusing on
studying the fundamental of Thai Culture, development of Thai Culture, content of
Thai Culture, dissemination and exchanging of Thai Culture, local culture, cultural
capital, Buddhism and Thai Culture, preservation and support of Thai Culture, creation
and dissemination of Thai Culture, Thai Culture and development, effect from the

foreign culture towards Thai Culture.

| wish to express my gratitude to the committee of the project to produce and
develop the information technology for learning Buddhism, every faculty of the lecturers

and staff of the University for devoting their time in developing the subjects’ content
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(4)

of this book which will be further the property of the University. | hope that this book
will be beneficial in regard to the academic matter on Buddhism, art and culture for

the faculty of lecturers, students and the people who are interested.

Prof.Dr.Phra Thepvajarabundit

Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
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Preface

This book has been developed according to the project to produce
and develop the information technology for learning Buddhism of the fiscal year 2006
of the Office of the Library and Technology Information together with the Academic
Affairs Division, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University. The objective is (1) to develop
the content of subject in the general subjects and core subjects in Buddhism, Bachelor
of Arts Programme to be accepted and used tosgether by every Faculty, Campus,
Sangha College, Extended Classroom, Academic Service Unit and Affiliated
Institute, (2) to develop the pattern of text and supplementary material, book,
textbook to have the mutual identity on both durability and beauty which are
interesting for study and research, (3) to bring this content for developing the study
aid and propagating in different patterns of both printing media and electronic
media, examination bank system, (4) to enhance the skills of the faculty of lecturers
in making the academic work effectively for supporting an educational quality
assurance of the University and for being generally accepted at national and
international level.

Thai Culture is a subject in the general subjects which is designated to study
the meaning and content of the culture, development of Thai culture, type of
culture, Buddhism and culture, preservation, dissemination and creation of Thai
culture, Thai culture and development, effect from the foreign culture towards
Thai culture which its detail has been presented in different chapters.

All of the writers hope that this book will bring about the benefits to the faculty
of lecturers, students and the persons concerned according to the objective of
this project. We wish to thank the executives, lecturers, officers of the Academic
Affairs Division and every resource person from Sukhothai Thammathirat University
who has participated in developing the content of this book with their strong

effort and mobilized their physical, mental and intellectual power to develop
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the academic work until it has been completed and achieved the objective as set

by the University.

The Committee for Developing
The Courses Content for Thai Culture

July 2008

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 6 71712564 15:38:17



List of the Committee of the Project to Produce and Develop

the Information Technology for Learning Buddhism

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Fiscal Year 2007

The committee who runs the project

Advisor
Phra Dharmakosajarn, Prof. Dr.

Chairman

Phramaha Somjin Sammapaiifio, Assoc. Prof. Dr.

Vice Chairman
Phramaha Jerm Suvajo

Committee
Phrakru Bovornsikkhakarn
Phramaha Suthas Tissaravathi
Phramaha Hunsa Dhammahaso
Phramaha Chamnan Mahachano
Phra Kittipong Siriwatthano
Phramaha Phuen Kittisobhano
hrakru Sangkharak Kiettisak Kittipafifio
Phramaha Sathit Sathito
Phra Theva Ratanachoto
Phramaha Boonma Thitadhammo
Phramaha Sri Pafifiasiri
Mr.Suchaya Sirithanyaporn
Mr.Thanachai Booranawattanakul
Mr.Khamphant Wongsaneh
Mr.Kittisak Na Songkha
Asst.Prof.Wet Bankornkul
Mr.Peerawat Chaisuk
Mr.Ratthaphol Yenchaima
Mr.Prasit Kokrathok

Secretary and Assistant Secretary
Phramaha Srithon Samajaro
Phramaha Weerapong Weeravangso
Phra Sangad Chayaphinantho
Mr.Kasem Saengnont
Mr.Sohdhiyan Raksaphakdee
Mr.Prasert Khamnuan

The committee for Developing
the courses content for “Thai Culture”

Chairman

Asst.Prof.Prapant Kullavinitchai
Vice Chairman

Dr.Poonchai Panthiya
Committee

Phradika Natthaphon Viriyo

Phra Bancha Khemaveero

Mr.Phollawat Chumsuk

Mr.Somdej Namket

Mr.Thanad Janchuang

Mr.Jakkaew Nammueng

Mr.Watthana Kallayaphatthakul

Mr.Bunsong Dhammasivanont

Mr.Sathien Thangthongmadan
Secretary

Asst.Prof.Chaweewan Suwannapha
Editor

Asst.Prof.Prakob Meekhotthong
Co-qualified Persons in Producing

Assoc.Prof.Chusana Rungpatchim

Mr.Nithat Weeraphoprasit

Mr.Wichit Mongkolweerakhachon
Co-qualified Persons in Checking

Assoc.Prof.Dr.Somnieng Luemsai

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 7

71712564 15:38:17



00. KXOIIXXXN (1-12) KX isbn.indd 8 717/2564 15:38:18



Contents

Preamble (3)
Preface (5)
List of the Committee of the Project to Produce and
Develop Information Technology for Learning Buddhism @)
Chapter 1 Introduction of Culture 1
1.1 Introduction 2
1.2 The Meaning and Significance of Culture 3
1.3 The Concept and Background of Culture 6
1.4 The Elements of Culture 11
1.5 The Types of Culture 12
1.6 The Characteristics of Culture 14
1.7 The Duty of Culture 15
Summary 16
Questions 17
References 18
Chapter 2 The Development of Thai Culture 19
2.1 Introduction 20
2.2 The Development of Thai Culture 22
2.3 Thai Culture of Different Ages 24
2.4 The Contemporary Culture 37
Summary 40
Questions az
References a3
Chapter 3 The Content of Thai Culture 45
3.1 Introduction a6
3.2 Moral Culture 46
3.3 Legal Culture 52
3.4 Material Culture 58
3.5 Social culture 61

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 9

717/2564 15:38:19



(10)

Summary
Questions

References

Chapter 4 Diffusion and Change of Thai Culture
4.1 Introduction
4.2 The Relation of Thai Culture
4.3 Thai Cultural Diffusion
4.4 Thai Cultural Changing
Summary
Questions

References

Chapter 5 Local Culture
5.1 Introduction
5.2 The Local Culture of Northern Region
5.3 The Local Culture of Southern Region
5.4 The Local Culture of Central Region
5.5 The Local Culture of Northeastern Region
Summary
Questions

References

Chapter 6 The Cultural Capital
6.1 Introduction
6.2 The Meaning and Element of the Cultural Capital
6.3 The Importance and Benefit of the Cultural Capital
6.4 The Assessment of Situation of Cultural Capital
6.5 The Tendency and Opportunity of Cultural Capital
6.6 The Way to Develop the Cultural Capital
Summary
Questions

References

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 10

67
68
69

71
72
74
81
86
90
92
93

95
96
98
104
111
118
124
125
126

127
128
129
132
134
138
140
142
143
144

717/2564 15:38:19



(11)

Chapter 7 Buddhism and Thai Culture 145
7.1 Introduction 146
7.2 The Relation Between Buddhism and Thai Culture 147
7.3 The Influences of Buddhism over the Thai Culture 151
7.4 Buddhism and Thai culture in the Current Situation 154
Summary 162
Questions 163
References 164
Chapter 8 Preservation and Support of Thai Culture 165
8.1 Introduction 166
8.2 The Meaning and Importance of Preservation 168
8.3 The Support of Thai Culture 172
8.4 Improvement and Support of Thai Culture 175
Summary 182
Questions 185
References 186
Chapter 9 The Creation and Dissemination of Thai Culture 187
9.1 Introduction 188
9.2 The Meaning of the Creation of Thai Culture 188
9.3 The Importance of Creating Thai Culture 189
9.4 The Meaning of Disseminating Thai Culture 189
9.5 The Principle and Method of Dissemination of Thai Culture 196
9.6 The Benefit in Disseminating the Thai Culture 197
9.7 Technology and Dissemination of Thai Culture 198
Summary 201
Questions 202
References 203

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 11 717/2564 15:38:19



(12)

Chapter 10 Thai Culture And Development
10.1 Introduction
10.2 Thai Culture and Development
10.3 Thai Culture and the Development of the Way of Life
10.4 Thai Culture and Environmental Development
10.5 Thai Culture and Social Institution Development
Summary
Questions

References

Chapter 11 The Impact of Foreign Culture Towards Thai Culture
11.1 Introduction
11.2 The Influence of Western and Eastern Culture towards
Thai Culture
11.3 The Impact of Western and Eastern Culture towards
Thai Culture
11.4 Thai Cultural Alertness
Summary
Questions
References
Appendix

The Committee for Developing the Courses Content for “Thai Culture”

00. KON (1-12) KX isbn.indd 12

205
206
206
213
218
223
228
230
231

233
234

234

239
250
260
261
262
263
269

71712564 15:38:19



