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American National Standards Institute

(ANSI)

"A systematic guide to items contained in or concepts derived
from a collection. These items or concepts are represented by
entries arranged in a searchable order, such as alphabetical,
chronological, or numerical. this order is normally different from
that of the items in or concepts in the collection itself.”



British Standards Institution

"A systematic arrangement of entries designed to enable users
to locate information in a document.”



Mulvany, Indexing Books

"An index is a structured sequence--resulting from a thorough
and complete analysis of text--of synthesized access points to
all the information contained in the text. The structured
arrangement of the index enables users to locate inormation

efficiently.”



Purposes of Index

e |dentify and locate relevant information within the material
being indexed.

e Discriminate between information on a subject and passing
mention of a subject.

e Exclude passing mention of subjects that offers nothing
significant to the potential user.

e Analyze concepts treated in the document so as to produce
a series of headings based on its terminology.

e [ndicate relationships between concepts.



Purposes of Index (contd.)

e Group together information on subjects that is scattered by
the arrangement of the document.

e Synthesize headings and subheadings into entries.

e Direct the user seeking information under terms not chosen
for the index headings to the headings that have been
chosen, by means of cross-reference.

e Arrange entries into a systematic and helpful order.

Mulvany, Indexing Books, pp. 5-
6.
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® n55vilsete (index of names)
® n553iliilovn (Subject index)
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wale, 90, 92, 95, 121, 155, 201
lansda, 31, 44, 56, 88, 90, 91
asalawiia, 22, 25, 90, 93, 101, 122, 134, 203, 211
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dogs
breeding of, 134-139
breeds listed, 15-19
longevity, 23-25
nutritional requirements, 90-93
training, 45-47
whelping of puppies, 142-145
See also American Kennel Club
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